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Many educated people, of all political parties, had
been disturbed by the rapid re-armament of Europe,
some of them had begun to mobilize public opinion
in favour of disarmament and collective security. The
most spectacular and important event was the * peace
ballot/ organized by the League of Nations Union*
During 1934 this body, with its considerable following
amongst moderate Conservatives, collected some eleven
million replies to a questionnaire* The voting showed
an overwhelming proportion in favour of remaining
inside the League, forbidding the private manufacture
of arms, and using economic pressure to prevent and
punish aggression* This result had an immediate effect
in changing the tone of the Government's references to
the League and to the principle of collective security,
though, as has been seen, it had no influence on the
general policy in the spring of 1935* In the summer this
movement became more vocal, and was reinforced by
some popular sympathy with Ethiopia, the sentimental
Englishman's feeling for the * under dog.' The official
Opposition, the Labour and Liberal parties, was also
beginning to recover from the disaster of 1931, and to
win by-elections.

It was unfortunate that the propaganda in favour of
the League of Nations and of collective security was con-
fused with a mass of purely pacifist teaching, and the
advocacy of one-sided disarmament. The general effect
was to produce a vague impression, amongst a not much
interested electorate, that collective security was a good
idea, but could be obtained without any risk of war,
and in the face of the growing armaments of the aggres-
sive Powers. The Government, faced with the prospect
of a General Election within a year or two, did not
relish a possible split inside their not very homogeneous